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October 26, 2004 



Donald Bringmann 
164 Timber Point Road 
East Islip, NY 11730-3321 



Ref: Application # 10/624,731 
File date: 07/22/2003 



United States Patent & trademark Office 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Attn: Peter T deVore 



Dear Sir: 

I am enclosing a copy of an office action issued by the PTO on 8/10/04 regarding my 
application. Attached are two copies of the corrective patent. Once copy has track 
markings and the other is a clear corrective copy without such markings. 

I appreciate your time and consideration. 



Sincerely; 





UNito State^^tent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Pateat and Trademark Office 
c COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box M50 

Alexandria, Vagina 22313-1450 

WWW.USptOsgDV 
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Office Action Summary & 


Application No. 

10/624.731 


Applicanqs) 

BRINGMANN, DONALD 


Examiner 

Peter T deVore 


Art Unit 
3751 





Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

• Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- if the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

. if no period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I) D Responsive to communication^) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)ffl This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 03 Claim(s) 1^9 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1^9 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

I I) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action orform PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachments) 

1 ) IS Notice of References Cited (PTO-S92) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) |3 Information Disclosure Statements) (PTO-1449 or FTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/lv1afl Date 7/22/2003 . 



4) Q Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No{s)/MaU Date. . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) □ Other: 
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Application/Control Number: 10/624,731 
Art Unit: 3751 



Page 



DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1 , line 6, Applicant claims that "a second end of the egress pipe 
(12) extends downwardly into the reservoir (18)°. However, it is clear from the 
drawings and specification that it is the connector pipe 14, not the egress pipe 
12, which extends into the reservoir as claimed. Also, the claim language in 
claims 8 and 9 which describes the engagement of the egress pipe bottom 12B 
with itself does not make sense. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 

U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 

Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 



Application/Control Number: 10/624,731 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3751 

Claims 1 , 2, 5, and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Guerin. 

The Guerin reference discloses a toilet liquid dispenser comprising an 
egress pipe 32, a connector pipe 38, an inlet pipe 20, a container 22, an egress 
pipe fastener 42, a holder 34, and a container fastener (fastener which attaches 
container 22 to floor of tank). 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The Lindauer reference discloses a similar toilet liquid 
dispenser. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Peter T deVore whose telephone number is 
(703) 306-5481 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Gregory Huson can be reached on (703) 308-2580. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 



USPTO TO PROVIDE ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO CITED U.S. 
PATENT REFERENCES WITH OFFICE ACTIONS AND CEASE 

SUPPLYING PAPER COPIES 



In support of its 2 1 st Century Strategic Plan goal of increased patent e-Government, beginning in 
June 2004, the United States Patent and Trademark Office (Office or USPTO) will begin the phase- 
in of its E-Patent Reference program and hence will: (1) provide downloading capability of the 
U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications cited in Office actions via the E-Patent 
Reference feature of the Office's Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system; and (2) 
cease mailing paper copies of U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications with 
Office actions (in applications and during reexamination proceedings) except for citations made 
during the international stage of an international application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty 
(PCT). In order to use the new E-Patent Reference feature applicants must: (1) obtain a digital 
certificate and software from the Office; (2) obtain a customer number from the Office; and (3) 
properly associate patent applications with the customer number. Alternatively, copies of all U.S. 
patents and patent application publications can be accessed without a digital certificate from the 
USPTO web site, from the USPTO Office of Public Records, and from commercial sources. The 
Office will continue the practice of supplying paper copies of foreign patent documents and non- 
patent literature with Office actions. Paper copies of cited references will continue to be provided 
by the USPTO for international applications during the international stage. 

Schedule 

June 2004 TCs 1600, 1700, 2800 and 2900 

July 2004 TCs 3600 and 3700 

August 2004 TCs 2 1 00 and 2600 

All U S patents and U.S. patent application publications are available on the USPTO web site. 
However a simple system for downloading the cited U.S. patents and patent application 
publications has been established for applicants, called the E-Patent Reference system. As E-Patent 
Reference and Private PAIR require participating applicants to have a customer number, retrieval 
software and a digital certificate, all applicants are strongly encouraged to contact the Patent 
Electronic Business Center to acquire these items. To be ready to use this system by June 1 , 2004, 
contact the Patent EBC as soon as possible by phone at 866-217-9197 (toll-free), 703-305-3028 or 
703-308-6845 or electronically via the Internet at ebc(2) f uspto.gov. 

Other Options 

The E-Patent Reference function requires the applicant to use the secure Private PAIR system, 
which establishes confidential communications with the applicant. Applicants using this facility 
must receive a digital certificate, as described above. Other options for obtaining patents which do 
not require the digital certificate include the USPTO's free Patents on the Web program 
(http //www.uspto.gov/patft/index.html). The USPTO's Office of Public Records also supplies 
copies of patents for a fee fhtt p://ebizl .usoto P ov/ne m s25n/index.htmn. Commercial sources also 
provide U.S. patents and patent application publications. 

For complete instructions see the Official Gazette Notice. USPTO TO PROVIDE ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO CITED 
UrpTTSrSRE^CES W?TH OFFICE ACTIONS AND CEASE SUPPLYING PAPER COPIES, on the 
. USPTO web site. 



